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Message from the Archbishop: We are into the season of Lent. This is a call for each one of us to enter into a time of
Spirit-led prayer, study, examination, giving, repentance, and renewal. We live and minister in a fractured,
fallen, and broken world. During this Lent we are called not just to be a light, but light in the darkness. We
are a people chosen and appointed to be in the world. Not only are we to be in the world, we are to go
into the world. The journey to and into Christ is certainly one that we await but it is also in the here and
now. We are engaged with the world by the great redemptive mission of God seeking and searching for
that which is lost.
Each year, the Season of Lent is offered to us as a time of renewal. Usually, we take up this Lenten journey as the gift of
personal renewal in terms of our relationship with the Lord. Our renewal becomes concrete when it comes down to selfdenial which allows us to live our faith more authentically. The alms giving we do helps us express our gratitude and
allows us to exercise generosity. However, Lent can also be a time to focus beyond ourselves. It can be a
time of renewal that is offered us to hear the cry of the poor and grow in solidarity with them. Ultimately,
this is spiritual renewal as well and helps us grow closer to our Lord who tells us that if we wish to love
him, we must express that love as love for the least of our brothers and sisters. On the spiritual journey,
our God is forming in us the image and likeness of Christ, restoring in us the fullness of the image of God in
humanity. It is easy to get sidetracked or to give in to the various temptations. Lent then is a good and holy season that is
a welcome time of reflection. The fire and wind of the Holy Spirit comes to us in love and builds in our hope.
Lent is a hopeful season because we enter knowing that in our desperation and in our powerlessness that the strength of
God is made known. We must never embrace or welcome the horrors of poverty, genocide, tyranny, infanticide,
immorality, or any form of evil as normal or as a means to renewal. Many are trapped in poverty. So limited are their
opportunities, their poverty has become structurally entrenched. Their lives are severely diminished; their hopes are
crushed by a persistent and oppressive poverty that denies to all but the boldest the basics of human dignity and the
opportunity to live happy and fulfilled lives. Yet, the ancient journey reminds us that “the blood of the martyrs is the seed
of the Church” and if we unite our suffering with Christ, we share in the power of His resurrection
+ Dr Peter Machado
Message from the Archbishop: With the examinations fast approaching the advice will always be hard work always
rewards. We ask our students whether they are able to focus on their studies. Are they able to fully devote
themselves to study? We as teachers must instil in their mind that God wants them to study whole
heatedly. Sometimes they study to please their parents or as a challenge. Our study and work must be to
do the work God has given us and do it well. St Pauls tells the Colossians 3:23-24 23 that whatever one
does, must be done heartily, as to the Lord and not to men. However it is necessary to prepare well, but
the victory comes from the Lord. Sometime students may think that before the exam if they pray
everything will be alright. God is going to take care of everything. But one has to do his work and study hard to do well in
the examinations.
For students, examinations often arise when they are challenged on a personal level by something at school. It could be
that a topic or type of assignment is especially difficult or it may be something interpersonal like a challenge with a
teacher or fellow student. Although these may look like external examinations, they actually aren’t. Yes, the environment
has an obvious impact, but it is the individual’s reaction that determines the exam. In reality not everyone reacts in the
same way to the same situation. For example, when students are given the same assignment or lecture, some will find it
easy while others may find it to be extremely challenging. Therefore, it’s not the situation creating the test; the test is
coming from within each individual. There are many types of examinations and challenges that students face. Although
they are in part created by the outside situation, most of the challenges come from our own selves and our reactions to
what is happening around us. In fact, without encountering difficulties, we’ll stay at the same level. Whether we are able
to overcome our own habits, reactions and current skill level depends on our efforts. We all need to be willing to accept
the tests that come to us. They help to build our patience, endurance, strength, skill, and acceptance.
+ Dr Bernard Moras
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Editorial: India has made progress in increasing the attainment rate of primary education. In 2011, approximately 75% of
the population, aged between 7 to 10 years, was literate. India's improved education system is often cited
as one of the main contributors to its economic development. Much of the progress, especially in higher
education and scientific research, has been credited to various public institutions. While enrolment in higher
education has increased steadily over the past decade, reaching a Gross Enrolment Ratio of 24% in 2013,
there still remains a significant distance to catch with tertiary education enrolment levels of developed
nations, a challenge that will be necessary to overcome in order to continue to reap a demographic dividend from India's
comparatively young population.
Education isn't simply about achieving a “higher state of knowledge”; it’s about equipping our students with the tools they
need to go out into the world and shape it for themselves. Education should help students develop the skills they need to
best take action in the world. We must also consider what we, as educators, think these skills should be. In doing this, we
must be respectful of the wishes of our students and communities, and consider what is most beneficial for our society.
Here most would agree that we should help our students develop their skills in areas like communication, critical thinking,
collaboration, and problem-solving. Such problem-solving can include things like the ability to identify obstacles, to devise
innovative and effective solutions, to implement the solutions appropriately, and to persevere with challenging problems.
However, it is often far from clear how we can best provide our students with these skills.
The Indian education landscape is changing rapidly. There are greater expectations from education itself particularly
technical and higher education due to the country’s rapid economic growth. In the true spirit of the motto "Experiment
and innovative or perish", we must try to experiment and innovative and learn from them and finally reform our system of
examination. Any rigid attitude will result in a total waste of our efforts to rid our examination system of the existing evils.
Every now and then, the country's leaders, including educationists of various areas and disciplines, talk of the
deficiencies of the present system, and plead for reforms. No wonder, there has been a plethora of education reform
committees and Commissions.
India has made progress in increasing the attainment rate of primary education. Today approximately 88% of the
population, aged between 7 to 10 years, is literate. India's improved education system is often
cited as one of the main contributors to its economic development. Much of the progress,
especially in higher education and scientific research, has been credited to various public
institutions. At the primary and secondary level, India has a large private school system
complementing the government run schools, with 29% of students receiving private education
in the 6 to 14 age group. Certain post-secondary technical schools are also private. The Indian government lays emphasis
on primary education, also referred to as elementary education, to children aged 6 to 14 years old. Because education
laws are given by the states, duration of primary school visit alters between the Indian states. The Indian government has
also banned child labour in order to ensure that the children do not enter unsafe working conditions. However, both free
education and the ban on child labour are difficult to enforce due to economic disparity and social conditions. 80% of all
recognised schools at the elementary stage are government run or supported, making it the largest provider of education
in the country. However, due to a shortage of resources and lack of political will, this system suffers from massive gaps
including high pupil to teacher ratios, shortage of infrastructure and poor levels of teacher training.
The problems in today's society with the education system are endless. So many students are deprived of the quality of
the education they deserve today. Many elementary and high schools are improving but deserve more
attention with school supplies, smaller classrooms, and need more highly qualified teachers. Schools today
are not so good with a need to change. Students deserve to have education they need to prepare them for
the future because they are the future of our nation. Schools should help prepare students to succeed by providing text
books and supplies that are updated. The student ratio should decrease so student gets more attention from teachers.
The comfort of being in a classroom will help students concentrate more in school because they have a place to sit on a
desk and write instead of having to worry about finding a place to sit. In today's increasingly technological society,
sustainable development and an improved quality of life are to a large extent dependent on our ability to understand and
utilize science and technology responsibly, respecting ethical values and protecting the systems on which life itself
depends. In increasingly complex and rapidly-changing societies, everybody's cultural level and capacity to learn have to
be enhanced. The teacher's task is therefore more important than ever before. However, while the key place occupied by
teachers is coming to be re-emphasized, their status and professional standing are still underrated in most respects.
Fr Eugene Lobo sj
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Pope Francis’ message for Lent 2019: Delivering the
annual message for Lent Pope
Francis said that each year, through
Mother Church, God “gives us this
joyful season when we prepare to
celebrate the paschal mystery with
mind and heart renewed… as we
recall the great events that gave us
new life in Christ”. We can thus
journey from Easter to Easter towards the fulfilment
of the salvation we have already received as a result
of Christ’s paschal mystery – “for in hope we were
saved” (Rom 8:24). This mystery of salvation, already
at work in us during our earthly lives, is a dynamic
process that also embraces history and all of
creation,” he said. In this perspective, the Holy Father
offered a few reflections to accompany our journey of
conversion this coming Lent.

Easter, towards the horizon of the Resurrection, the
mentality expressed in the slogans “I want it all and I
want it now!” and “Too much is never enough”, gains
the upper hand.
In his message the Pope continues explaining that the
root of all evil is sin, which from its first appearance
has disrupted our communion with God, with others
and with creation itself, to which we are linked in a
particular way by our body. This rupture of
communion with God likewise undermines our
harmonious relationship with the environment in
which we are called to live, so that the garden has
become a wilderness (cf. Gen 3:17-18). Sin leads man
to consider himself the god of creation, to see himself
as its absolute master and to use it, not for the
purpose willed by the Creator but for his own
interests, to the detriment of other creatures. It leads
to the exploitation of creation, both persons and the
environment, due to that insatiable covetousness
which sees every desire as a right and sooner or later
destroys all those in its grip.

First he spoke of the redemption of creation in the
context of the Paschal Mystery. The celebration of
the Paschal Triduum of Christ’s passion, death and
resurrection, the culmination of the liturgical year,
calls us yearly to undertake a journey of preparation,
in the knowledge that our being conformed to Christ
is a priceless gift of God’s mercy, he said.

Finally the Pope speaks on the healing power of
repentance and forgiveness. Creation urgently needs
the revelation of the children of God, who have been
made “a new creation”. The path to Easter demands
that we renew our faces and
hearts as Christians through
repentance, conversion and
forgiveness, so as to live fully
the abundant grace of the
paschal mystery. This “eager longing”, this
expectation of all creation, will be fulfilled in the
revelation of the children of God, that is, when
Christians and all people enter decisively into the
“travail” that conversion entails. All creation is called,
with us, to go forth “from its bondage to decay and
obtain the glorious liberty of the children of God”
(Rom 8:21). Lent is a sacramental sign of this
conversion. It invites Christians to embody the paschal
mystery more deeply and concretely in their personal,
family and social lives, above all by fasting, prayer and
almsgiving.

Speaking on redemption the Pope said that when we
live as children of God,
redeemed, led by the Holy
Spirit and capable of
acknowledging
and
obeying
God’s
law,
beginning with the law
written on our hearts and in nature, we also benefit
creation by cooperating in its redemption. Through
prayer, contemplation and art, they also include other
creatures in that praise, as we see admirably
expressed in the “Canticle of the Creatures” by Saint
Francis of Assisi. Yet in this world, added the Holy
Father, the harmony generated by redemption is
constantly threatened by the negative power of sin
and death.
Secondly, the Pope reflects on the destructive power
of sin. Indeed, when we fail to live as children of God,
we often behave in a destructive way towards our
neighbours and other creatures – and ourselves as
well – since we begin to think more or less consciously
that we can use them as we will. Intemperance then
takes the upper hand: we start to live a life that
exceeds those limits imposed by our human condition
and nature itself. Unless we tend constantly towards

The Pope explains that Fasting, that is, learning to
change our attitude towards others
and all of creation, turning away from
the temptation to “devour” everything
to satisfy our voracity and being ready
to suffer for love, which can fill the
emptiness of our hearts. Prayer at the
same time teaches us to abandon idolatry and the
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self-sufficiency of our ego, and to acknowledge our
need of the Lord and his mercy. Almsgiving helps us to
escape from the insanity of hoarding everything for
ourselves in the illusory belief that we can secure a
future that does not belong to us. These will lead us to
rediscover the joy of God’s plan for creation and for
each of us, which is to love him, our brothers and
sisters, and the entire world, and to find in this love
our true happiness.

the family's moral and religious convictions. They are
educators precisely because they are parents. At the
same time, the vast majority of parents share their
educational responsibilities with other individuals
and/or institutions, primarily the school. Elementary
education is, then, "an extension of parental
education; it is extended and cooperative home
schooling." In a real sense schools are extensions of
the home. Parents, not schools, not the State, and not
the Church, have the primary moral responsibility of
educating children to adulthood.

The “Lenten” period of forty days spent by the Son of
God in the desert of creation had the goal of making it
once more that garden of communion with God that it
was before original sin. May our Lent this year be a
journey along that same path, bringing the hope of
Christ also to creation, he admonishes Christians not
allow this season of grace to pass in vain! We need to
stand beside our brothers and sisters in need, sharing
our spiritual and material goods with them. In this
way, by concretely welcoming Christ’s victory over sin
and death into our lives, we will also radiate its
transforming power to all of creation.

Moreover, the public power, which has the obligation
to protect and defend the rights of citizens, must see
to it, in its concern for distributive justice, that public
subsidies are paid out in such a way that parents are
truly free to choose according to their conscience the
schools they want for
their children. This
obligation of the State
to
provide
public
subsidies also arises
because
of
the
contribution which Catholic schools make to society.
Indeed, most countries with substantial Christian
majorities provide such assistance: Australia, Canada,
England, Belgium, the Netherlands, France, Germany,
Spain, Scotland, and Ireland, just to name a few. In
summary fashion the recently published Compendium
of the Social Doctrine of the Church (2005) states
laconically that "the refusal to provide public
economic support to non-public schools that need
assistance and that render a service to civil society is
to be considered an injustice."

Church’s teaching on Education: The Catholic Church
has a special role in imparting good education to
children not merely of
Christian faith but to every
individual placed under her
care. It ensures that through
its institutions it presents
the genuinely Catholic identity and the practice of
Christian faith. The history of the church shows that
from its commencement of school education system
in the West, the Catholic schools have generously
served the needs of the socially and economically
disadvantaged and have given special attention to
those who are weakest. The vision set out by the
Second Vatican Council confirmed this age-old
commitment: the Church offers her educational
service in the first place, to those who are poor in the
goods of this world or who are deprived of the
assistance and affection of a family or those who are
deprived of the gift of faith.
Several religious
institutes and congregations have given emphasis to
educate children and build them as better citizens.

The Church plays an important role in assisting
Catholic families in education. By her very nature the
Church has the right and the obligation to proclaim
the Gospel to all nations (cf. Mt 28:20). It has the
invitation to fulfil the
mandate she has received
from her divine founder of
proclaiming the mystery of
salvation to all men and of
restoring all things in Christ,
Holy Mother the Church must be concerned with the
whole of man's life, even the secular part of it insofar
as it has a bearing on his heavenly calling. Therefore,
she has a role in the progress and development of
education. In a special way, the duty of educating is an
ecclesial responsibility: "The Church is bound as a
mother to give to these children of hers an education
by which their whole life can be imbued with the spirit

The aim of the church is the total development of
those who are placed under its care in this context the
parents and state remain responsible partners. It is
the clear teaching of the Church, constantly reiterated
by the Holy See, that parents are the first educators of
their children. Parents have the original, primary and
inalienable right to educate them in conformity with
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of Christ." Note, however, that parents do not
surrender their children to the Church but share a
common undertaking.

The enduring foundation on which the Church builds
her educational philosophy is the conviction that it is a
process which forms the whole child, especially with
his or her eyes fixed on
the vision of God. The
specific purpose of a
Catholic education is
the formation of boys
and girls who will be
good citizens of this world, enriching society with the
leaven of the Gospel, but who will also be citizens of
the world to come. Catholic schools have a
straightforward goal: to foster the growth of good
Catholic human beings who love God and neighbour
and thus fulfil their destiny of becoming saints.

Certainly the Church was involved in education before
she established schools. Nonetheless, today the
principal, but not only, help which the Church offers
families is by establishing Catholic schools which
ensure the integral formation of children. Therefore
the Catholic schools participate in the Church's
evangelizing mission, of bringing the Gospel to the
ends of the earth. More particularly, they are places
of evangelization for the young. As truly ecclesial
institutions, they are the privileged environment in
which Christian education is carried out. Catholic
schools also have a missionary thrust, by means of
which they make a significant contribution to the
evangelizing mission of the Church throughout the
world, including those areas in which no other form of
pastoral work is possible. Precisely because of this
evangelizing mission, our schools, if they are to be
genuinely ecclesial – and they must be that if they are
to be authentically Catholic – must be integrated
within the organic pastoral activity of the parish,
diocesan and universal Church.

The Catholic school is committed thus to the
development of the whole man, since in Christ, the
perfect man, all human values find their fulfilment
and unity. Herein lies the specifically Catholic
character of the school. Its duty to cultivate human
values in their own legitimate right in accordance with
its particular mission to serve all men has its origin in
the figure of Christ. He is the one who ennobles man,
gives meaning to human life, and is the model which
the Catholic school offers to its pupils.

The Catholic school, therefore, should play a vital role
in the pastoral activity of the diocese. It is a pastoral
instrument of the Church for her mission of
evangelization. The bishop's leadership is pivotal in
lending support and guidance to Catholic schools:
"only the bishop can set the tone, ensure the priority
and effectively present the importance of the cause to
the Catholic people."

CBCI Suggestions to Government during Election
2019: India’s Catholic bishops have presented a set of
suggestions and proposals on behalf of Christians in
the country to be included in the Sankalp Patra
(manifesto) of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s BJP,
ahead of general elections. A team from Catholic
Bishops’ Conference of India attended the March 7
meeting in New Delhi chaired by Minister for Minority
affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi that aimed to take the
views of minority religions such as Buddhists,
Christians Jains and Muslims in preparation for BJP’s
poll manifesto. The CBCI
team was led by Silesian
Father Joseph Manipadam,
Secretary to the CBCI Office
for Education and Culture. It
included Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas, the Secretary
General of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of India.

As the Holy Father reminded a group of American
bishops on their most recent ad limina visit: "It is of
utmost
importance,
therefore,
that
the
Church's institutions be
genuinely
Catholic:
Catholic in their selfunderstanding
and
Catholic in their identity.
All those who share in the apostolate of such
institutions, including those who are not of the faith,
should show a sincere and respectful appreciation of
that mission which is their inspiration and ultimate
raison d'être." It is precisely because of its Catholic
identity, which is anything but sectarian, that a school
derives the originality enabling it to be a genuine
instrument of the Church's apostolic mission.

The CBCI Delegation presented the following
suggestions and proposals prepared by Father
Manipadam:
1. The Minority Communities should feel secure in the
country. The secular nature of the Country,
Democratic Principles, Constitutional values, Republic
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Character, Parliamentary traditions should be upheld.
Minority Rights are basic to the
Indian Constitutions and they
have to be preserved and
promoted. Suppression of the
Media, lynching in the name of
differences
in
religious
practices, food habits and cultural differences have
considerably dented the credibility of the Government
and made the minorities feel unsafe. The
Constitutional right to practice, preach and propagate
one’s religion must be upheld.

composite schools and they should be inclusive. There
should be no Centralisation, commercialisation and
communalisation of Education. There should be no
saffronization of text books or distortion of Historical
facts. Acknowledge the valuable contribution of the
Christian Missionaries in education in India right from
the year 1542. Even today they run the most sought
after institutions in the country. Promote them and
involve them in drafting the National Education Policy.
Include them in the Standing Committees and
accreditation Bodies using their experience and time
tested expertise.

2. The priority of the Government should be
Employment for all, Housing for
all, Education for all food security
for all. The Government must
focus on a hunger-free society,
poverty alleviation and protection
of the farmers, promotion of
agriculture and care of the rural areas as India lives in
its villages.

6. Revive the National Commission for Minority
Educational Institutions (NCMEI). It is still without a
chairperson and a Christian
Member for the last more
than three years. Facilitate
issuing
the
Minority
Certificates by the State
Minority Commissions and the NCMEI without too
many hassles or allow the National Bodies of the
minority communities to issue such certification as
they know best regarding the minority status of each
institution.

3. All religions should be respected and promoted.
Government must respect the sacred
days and celebrations of all religions
and support, participate and
promote such events. The various
religions are an asset to the country
and uphold the morality and spiritual wellbeing and
ethics in the country.

7. An overall inclusive approach, unprejudiced
treatment, supportive attitude, appreciation towards
all and celebration of differences can contribute to
restore confidence in the minority communities.
Nationalism is in the blood of every Indian whether
belonging to majority or minority. No one should even
doubt such a thing or alienate anyone by being
suspicious. No one needs to prove one’s nationalism.
We have all contributed towards the independence,
development, progress and welfare of the country in
its onward journey.

4. National Institutions, Autonomous Bodies (UGC,
Universities, Colleges, CBSE, NCERT, Various
Examination Boards, IITs, IIMs, CBCI, ED, and Judiciary
etc.) should be allowed to function without restraint
and should not be suppressed or substituted People
have more faith in autonomous Bodies rather than
government offices.

8. Diversity not uniformity is to be promoted. The
Government must protect indigenous cultures and
communities. Take special care
of the dalits, the tribals, the poor
and the marginalised. Extend
scheduled cast status and
reservation also to Christian and
Muslim dalits. Chottanagpur Tenancy Act, Santal
Pargana Tenancy Act, Forest Rights must be upheld
and respected. Eviction, displacement and land
alienation of Tribals and forest dwellers should be
stopped. Caste system and untouchability should be
abolished and violations should be made punishable.
Tribal land should be protected. Schedules caste
status / reservation should be extended to tribals and

5. Education is something that affects all the people of
the country so any change should be brought about
gradually and carefully. Going
headlong into making a new
Education Policy and targeting to
bring it out in 100 days turned
out to be a flip flop as the NEP is
still to see the light of day even with two Drafting
Committees working on it. Multiple education
providers should be there as there are still 50 million
children out of school and only about 19% of school
graduates can get admission for higher education.
There should be neighbourhood schools and not
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dalits who have domicile anywhere in the country.
Scholarships, Fellowships and all grants for higher
education for tribal students should be resumed.
Adequate policy should be made for proper
implementation of 5th and 6th Schedules (provisions
of PESA Act 1996) of the Constitutions making
structural changes in governance.

best teachers are supposed to be employed in
government schools, while people
send their wards to the private
schools. A sense of accountability is
completely lacking on the part of the
teachers. The worst victims of the whole system are
the unfortunate students who are caught in a
situation of complete chaos and confusion.

Education System in India: Education is fundamental
to human progress and plays a prominent role in allaround
development
of
individual as well as society. A
large number of books and
several articles have been
written on the importance of education in the
development of the person. Education plays a key role
in creating patriotic, disciplined and productive
manpower.
Education means the fostering of
personality through the unhampered development of
innate qualities of a human being. It aims at
integrated development of personality. In principle,
education is considered as an integral part of the
social sector of the economy. It adds to the efficiency
and productivity of human resources leading to
sustainable economic growth.

One of the major drawbacks of our present system of
education in India is that it gives our students the
impression that their aim in life is to pass the
university examinations, instead of becoming a man
of good character and sound temperament. This
mentality has many socio-economic evils rooted in it.
Naturally, the products of such education system do
not contribute to the development of the country, but
add to its woes. The greatest drawback of present
education system lies in the fact that there is a wide
gap between education and its marketability. Our
education system does not groom young men and
women in a way that they can meet the requirement
of job market, to secure jobs in government or Private
offices.
A majority of these young educated persons have to
struggle hard to fulfil their basic requirement which,
obviously, brings in them a deep sense of frustration
and confusion. Sometimes these frustrated youth
come into the contact of anti-social elements leading
them to involve in anti- national, disruptive and
destructive activities. Our secondary educational
system is equally plagued with problems which have
negative bearing on the education system. It merely
acts as preparation ground for university education.
Besides, lack of uniformity in examination evaluation
system, variation in syllabus and pattern of education,
the syllabus itself is unwieldy and often redundant,
not in accordance with the changing socio-economic
scenario.

Since the liberalisation of economy, the education
sector has been opened up for the private sector and
for the joint venture investment. Before 1990 when
education sector was State-led which was thought
good but the limited resources’ allocation to
education had limited its growth projects. This
contributed
to
the
emergence of the free
educational
market
keeping the consumers at
the centre with choices of
quality, quantity and other parameters. However,
pattern of annual examination is said to be critically
controversial for effective measurement of
performance, quality and standard. Comparatively,
semester examination is better in this regard and it is
gradually becoming popular.

The remedial measures which are required to be
taken should be started from primary level. It should
be more creative and interesting, giving more
emphasis to oral and practical learning. Syllabus
should be fashioned in this way that it looks enjoyable
and not gruesome burden. Children’s national
curiosity should be aroused and it should be satisfied
logically and rationally so that it may encourage their
sense of learning. At the secondary level a pattern of
common entrance test should be introduced in which
merit should constitute main consideration and
everyone should be given equal opportunity.

It is next to impossible to judge the efficiency of a
student in a subject within the stipulated time of
three hours. It is a highly debatable issue and much
has been said on this system. It is not easy to judge
the quality of our teachers by any measure except
their sincerity and knowledge. What is disturbing is
the growth of coaching institutions and the increasing
number of students joining them or rising trend of
private tuitions. Again, the greatest irony is that the
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Though this system has been started in some States,
the need is to make it uniform throughout the
country. This could reduce the anxiety about the
unevenness of marks offered by different high-level
schools. Besides, uniformity should also be followed in
the examination evaluation system and in syllabus as
well. An independent autonomous body should be
formed to guide, monitor and supervise all these
things. Furthermore, there should be a proper
performance appraisal system for the faculty
members. Accountability should be laid down on the
teachers in case of poor performance.

However, time went on. The tree was beginning to be
sick. His leaves and twigs were falling, and then his
body became thin and pale. The greatness he used to
have was slowly fading away. Birds felt reluctant to
build their nests there. No one would come to sit
under the tree to shelter anymore.
The tree wept, “Oh God, why is it so hard for me? I
need friends. Now no one would come close to me.
Why do you take all the glory I used to have?” The
tree cried loudly, so it echoed throughout the forest.
“Why wouldn’t you cut me down, so I don’t have to
bear this suffering?” The tree kept on crying, and his
tears were running down his dry body.

The system of private tuition should be banned
completely, because the teachers having secured
increased pay packets from an obliging government
do not take interest in performing their duties with
full
sincerity
and
devotion.
In
addition,
commercialisation of education should be stopped.
The evil practice of charging capitation fee is an open
manifestation of this in which the highest payer is
assured a place in educational institution of high
repute, paying little attention to merit.

Seasons came and went, but his condition had not
changed. The tree was still
feeling lonely. His branches
became drier and drier. Every
night the tree wept and cried,
until the morning broke.
“Cheep…chirp….cheep” Ah, what was that noise? Oh,
it’s a little baby bird who has just piped from the egg.
The old tree woke up from his daydream.

Resource constraints constitute a major problem of an
education system. Investment in education is a core
factor of educational development. Of course, the
growth of education investment leads to good
performance of education. Hence, education
investment should be given top priority. No doubt, a
good, sound, realistic education system with a
scientific base can eliminate want, hunger, diseases
and other ills of society.

“Cheep…chirp…cheep”, the noise became louder and
louder. There was another baby bird. Not long after
that, the tree became noisy because of the birth of
new baby birds. One…two…three…and four baby birds
have been born to this world. “Ah, He has answered
my prayers,” exclaimed the old tree.
The day after, there were many birds flying to the old
tree. They were going to build new nests. The dry
branches have turned out to attract their attention to
nest there. The birds felt warmer
to stay inside the dry branches
instead of their place before. The
number of birds was increasing
and there were more kinds of them. “Wow, now my
days are brighter with their presence here”,
murmured the old tree gladly.

An Old Tree: Once upon a time there was a leafy tree
in a field. Leaves grew densely on
the tall branches. The roots were
deeply into the ground. The tree
was the most remarkable among
the rest. The tree then became the home for some
birds. They built their nests and they lived on his
branches. The birds made holes on him, and they
hatched their eggs within the greatness of the tree.
The tree felt so delighted because he was
accompanied as he walked through his long lasting
days.

The old tree was back to cheer again. And when he
looked down, his heart was flowing with joy. There
was a new little tree growing near his roots. The new
tree seemed to smile at him. The tears of the old tree
have grown a little tree who would continue his
devotion to nature.

People were grateful for the presence of the tree.
They often came over and sheltered under him. Under
his branches, they sat down and opened their picnic
baskets. “This tree is very useful,” that’s what the
people said every time they went home from shelter.
The tree was very proud hearing those compliments.
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