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Message from Archbishop Peter Machado: Christmas is the birthday of Jesus. On 25th December the world commemorates this
great event, the incarnation of God. God has become one among human beings - he is our
“Emmanuel”. I greet you on this day and wish you the joys of Christmas, the gift of love and
the gift of happiness. May the Babe Jesus bless you abundantly now and throughout the

year 2019.

Message from Archbishop Bernard Moras: Christmas is a universal feast celebrated by all without barriers of caste and creed.
It is the day we recall the birthday of Jesus. Here we celebrate God entering into history to
remain with us always. Let me wish you all a very “Happy Christmas and joys of a glorious and
eventful New Year 2019.” May the babe of Bethlehem bless you abundantly and fill you and
your dear ones with love, joy and peace.

Message from Oswald Cardinal Gracias Archbishop of Bombay: AT CHRISTMAS, in the words of the Gospel of St Luke, we are
summoned by angels to the crib in Bethlehem to sing Glory to God on high and peace to people of goodwill-for God
has come into our world! The angels’ song captures the heart of the Christian message. At Christmastide, we too will
herald tidings of great joy to people aching to hear of God’s love for them, for us, for the entire world. As we gather
at the nativity tableau, we find in the figures of the crib the story of the authentic human response to Christmas. In
the shepherds is seen every struggle to survive and encounter God in a harsh and demanding world. The wise men
represent affluence and learning, without arrogance or superiority, ready to humbly receive rather than
condescendingly parade knowledge.
Then we see Joseph, the guardian of Jesus and Mary, representing all who act as our guardians, those who maintain order and
administer justice. We have Mary, the mother, who nurtures the child entrusted to her, conscious of His every need, and remaining
so until she stands at the foot of the cross, collaborating with Him in the work of salvation. The invitation to come to the crib ushers
us into an encounter with the great joy of God in our midst. God is with us, always, everywhere. His name is Emmanuel, ‘God-withus’. His lowly birth means that He is within the reach of every person. We need to journey with Him so that we may feel our hearts
burning to proclaim and witness to the glory of His name and the power of His presence. This is precisely the message of Pope at the
World Synod of Bishops to harness the creative power of youth to witness to the saving mission of Christ. At the heart of this great
news is God’s abiding presence in our world and in our lives. In Jesus, born in the stable, we see the face of God’s mercy to bring us
the boundless mercy of God. We can come to the immensity of God’s astounding Love, present in this Infant- Child full of goodness
and unconditional acceptance.
This joy urges us to extend to others the mercy and acceptance that we ourselves first received. On this cold and silent night Christ
was born in heavenly peace. God was born in a crib without pomp or the trappings of wealth. In this ambience
of indigence, there is no fertile soil for greed to goad our base human instincts to rapacious forays on mother
earth, resulting in cataclysmic climate change. All are called to be gentle and mild as heaven and nature sing in
harmony and serene peace. This is the Christmas call to green our earth. This Christmas beckons us to lay aside
our own tendencies to hate and violence so that we may condemn with integrity, those who commit violence in the name of God.
We pray for the victims of violence in many part of the world specially our brothers and sisters who suffer grievously for our faith, to
turn swords into plough shares as instruments of peace. At the crib, we learn these lessons: ‘No’ to all violence against the innocent!
‘Yes’ to mercy, received and given! Then, indeed our world, our families and environment will be more grace-filled places. Young and
old and all people of goodwill will proclaim indeed that Christmas is the good news of great joy, that Christ the Light has come to
scatter the darkness of the sin of our world. I wish you all a very happy and peaceful Christmas indeed!
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Editorial: Christian education is a vital part of the overall ministry of the church. It provides those in the church an opportunity to
explore and understand their faith in unique ways beyond what may be accomplished through other church
ministries. If the church is going to remain strong and vibrant in an ever-changing and increasingly pluralistic
culture, then providing its members with a strong foundation on which to stand must be a part of it. This
foundation is effectively built, among other things, through Christian education. It is extremely important,
therefore, that church leaders remain committed to Christian education and its contribution to the
effectiveness of the overall ministry of the church.
It is important to know that every person has a desire to learn about various aspects of life for the purpose of
bettering their lives. For Christians, this scope would include learning about the Bible, the principles contained within it, how it can
teach us more about God, theology, etc. By nature we are curious and desire to know more. It is this curiosity and desire that has
driven humankind to achieve the advancements we have. This innate desire starts from birth and continues throughout our lives.
How this desire is developed throughout our lives, through various internal and external experiences, has a profound effect on how
we approach learning and ultimately how and what we learn.
The church should be a place where teaching takes place. It is important that teaching takes place in the church to provide a balance
from the various secular teachings of our culture. This is not to say that all secular teaching is bad, but it does lack the biblical
foundation that Christian education can provide. Many Christians are not able to attend schools from elementary age up to the
college level that is designed for Christian education, so this is where the church can fill that void. Teaching should also take place in
the church because Scripture encourages it. In his letter to Timothy, the Apostle Paul encourages him to focus on reading the
Scriptures in the church and to teach and encourage the believers. The Psalmist understood the importance of learning the
righteous ways of the Lord through the law in order that we may live our lives the way we should. We find in the book of Ephesians
Paul writing that among the gifts that Christ gave to the church are teachers. Luke records in his gospel that Jesus regularly taught
from the Scriptures in the synagogue. These are just a few of the many instances where the Bible encourages teaching in the church.
Christian education should not be aimed in any random direction. Rather, it should have a purpose and play a specific role within the
church ministry context. One role that Christian education can play is to educate the members of the congregation about the Bible in
a more specific way than would normally be gained from the preaching ministry of the church. Another role it can play is to
systematically nurture its members, especially young children as they grow up in the church. This is accomplished using curriculum
that is designed for each appropriate age level. In filling these roles in the church, Christian education, when done correctly, can
build a solid foundation for Christian living and promote spiritual growth in its recipients.
Although the teaching ministry of the church is an entity in and of itself, it does not stand alone. Christian education in the church
often times connects with other ministries in the church. It does this through aiding in the achievement of the overarching
discipleship goals of the church and/or the denomination as a whole. Another way it can connect with other ministries is through
practical applications of lessons taught. For example, if a lesson was taught on the parable of the Good Samaritan, specifically
focusing on the theme of compassion, a practical application would be to take the class to serve at a homeless shelter or to
participate in a food/clothing drive, thereby connecting with the compassion ministry of the church.
Developmental processes are a key component to the practice of Christian education in the church. Since the church serves its
members from birth to later adulthood, Christian education must be done in such a way that it meets the
needs of as many people possible at every stage of life development. If the church is to be successful in
this, we must possess an understanding of the developmental processes of the people we are teaching.
When we possess this understanding, we are able to adequately select, adapt and/or design curriculum
that will provide effective teaching to our students. Some of our personal goals in education ministry
include working with others to develop a strong Christian education ministry for teens in the church we
are working for, to never quench the desire to keep learning about Christian education. Learning is a
lifelong process and since we value Christian education as a part of our overall ministry to the church, we will set goals to keep
learning about it through various continuing education resources, which will in turn keep us sharp in this area. Our ultimate goal in
education ministry is to see lives changed in radical ways for God. We want to see people gain a deep knowledge of the Bible and of
concepts of God, so that they can develop healthy spiritual growth. If the people we are teaching or leading are not developing a
deeper relationship with God, then we have failed in our educational process.
Fr Eugene Lobo S.J.
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What is Christmas: 'The First Christmas' takes another look at
the historical account of the birth of Jesus. The thoughts and
feelings of the main characters are brought to life through
our knowledge of Christmas. We have the
Christmas story given to us in the Bible.
Mary and Joseph have to go to Bethlehem
because of the census and there Jesus is
born. The one who created the world has
no place for himself and hence his parents
take shelter in a cave frequented by
shepherds and animals and there he was born. Jesus is born
in poverty and he comes to the world with no welcome no
facilities or comfort of any sort. Only the angels and
shepherds are his visitors.

challenged his disciples when he said, "Don't you have eyes?
Why can't you see? Don't you have ears? Why can't you
hear? Don't you remember?" (Mark 8:18). In other words, he
told them: “why don't you pay attention and learn? Why
don't you perceive with your heart?” Even though the
disciples spent a great deal of time with Jesus, they didn't
fully understand Jesus' message until he went away from
them and sent the Holy Spirit. At this moment they fully
heard—perceived, understood, in their hearts—his message.
Indeed the message was clear: “God is Love. God is Love.
God is Love.” All we need to do at Christmas is listen to Jesus'
words with our hearts and listen to this resounding word of
Love.
He gives us the message at this Christmas that message he
lived during his life: it is the love which could move Jesus to
touch the untouchables, reach out to the outcasts and draw
them in. What else but love could have led him to speak to
women and children (something
that was not to be done then!) and
treat them well. He healed those
who were making poor choices as
well as those who were sick. He set
people free from the assumptions,
rules, social laws or norms that they let imprison them. He
healed on the Sabbath. Jesus had compassion for those who
were suffering, alone, low in life.

We all like to think about what we might receive at
Christmas, but Christmas is also a time of giving. We look
forward to what people will give us, but our giving to others
can make a big difference to their Christmas and their
understanding about the birth of Jesus. Gifts are an important
part of Christmas for everyone. We all like to receive gifts, but
Christmas also provides an opportunity to give gifts to our
family and friends. What kind of presents are you buying this
year for your mum, dad, brother, sister or best friend? It is
time to reflect and see how much we can give to those who
have nothing to offer.
Christmas is a festival of peace and goodwill. Christmas is a
holiday season. Christmas celebrated on 25 December in all
over the world. This is religious festival of Christians.
Christmas is the magical season of the year. Merry Christmas
words are always very inspiring and magic words. It is always
very attractive because people send joyful Christmas
messages to their friends and relatives. Every type of
Christmas messages you can find to greet others and express
the joy of togetherness.

Jesus came to tell us that we are all God's loved children, and
that God is happy with us. God is Love. All there is is Love.
You are loved by God. I am loved by God. We are all loved by
God. Love created us. Love can only create love. We are the
absolute expression of Love—each one of us. No one is
outside of God's love. All is Love. There is no more
meaningful or powerful message that we could ever hear.
What a reason to celebrate this Christmas and always!

Its Christmas time and truly special, joy-filled time to hear
and understand the message Jesus came to share. The angels
certainly wanted people to hear Jesus' message. They did
everything they could to get people's attention. Mary listened
when the angel told her she would be the mother of Jesus.
And she rejoiced. Joseph listened when the angel told him
how to take care of Mary and the babe nestled in her womb.
And he saved his family by understanding and following what
he heard. The shepherds heard the angels fill the earth with
their heavenly song. They listened to the angels tell them to
go see the babe in the manger who would bring light to the
world. And they shared the news with others. When they
listened, Mary, Joseph, and the shepherds were changed;
they were inspired to cherish, protect, share, and praise God.

Pope Francis on Christmas: In Bethlehem, Jesus was born of
the Virgin Mary. He was born, not by the will of man, but by
the gift of the love of God our Father, who "so loved the
world that he gave his onlybegotten Son, that whoever
believes in him should not
perish but have eternal life" (Jn
3:16). This event is renewed
today in the Church, a pilgrim in
time. For the faith of the Christian people relives in the
Christmas liturgy the mystery of the God who comes, who
assumes our mortal human flesh, and who becomes lowly
and poor in order to save us. And this moves us deeply, for
great is the tenderness of our Father.

Jesus wanted people to listen to the message, too: "Whoever
has ears, let them hear" (Matt 13:9). He repeated this
concept over and over throughout his brief ministry. He even

The first people to see the humble glory of the Saviour, after
Mary and Joseph, were the shepherds of Bethlehem. They
recognized the sign proclaimed to them by the angels and
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adored the Child. Those humble and watchful men are an
example for believers of every age who, before the mystery
of Jesus, are not scandalized by his poverty. Rather, like Mary,
they trust in God's word and contemplate his glory with
simple eyes. Before the mystery of the Word made flesh,
Christians in every place confess with the words of the
Evangelist John: "We have beheld his glory, glory as of the
only-begotten Son from the Father, full of grace and truth"
(Jn 1:14).

entrust Venezuela that it may resume a serene dialogue
among the various elements of society for the benefit of all
the beloved Venezuelan people. We see Jesus in children
who, together with their families, suffer from the violence of
the conflict in Ukraine and its grave humanitarian
repercussions; we pray that the Lord may soon grant peace to
this dear country.
We see Jesus in the children of unemployed parents who
struggle to offer their children a secure and peaceful future.
And in those whose childhood has been robbed and who,
from a very young age, have been forced to work or to be
enrolled as soldiers by unscrupulous mercenaries.

Today, as the winds of war are blowing in our world and an
outdated model of development continues to produce
human, societal and environmental decline, Christmas invites
us to focus on the sign of the Child and to recognize him in
the faces of little children, especially those for whom, like
Jesus, "there is no place in the inn" (Lk 2:7).

We see Jesus in the many children forced to leave their
countries to travel alone in inhuman conditions and who
become an easy target for human traffickers. Through their
eyes we see the drama of all those forced to emigrate and
risk their lives to face exhausting journeys that end at times in
tragedy. I see Jesus again in the children I met during my visit
to Myanmar and Bangladesh, and it is my hope that the
international community will not cease to work to ensure
that the dignity of the minority groups present in the region is
adequately protected. Jesus knows well the pain of not being
welcomed and how hard it is not to have a place to lay one's
head. May our hearts not be closed as they were in the
homes of Bethlehem.

We see Jesus in the children of the Middle East who continue
to suffer because of growing tensions between Israelis and
Palestinians. On this festive day, let us ask the Lord for peace
for Jerusalem and for all the Holy Land. Let us pray that the
will to resume dialogue may prevail between the parties and
that a negotiated solution can finally be reached, one that
would allow the peaceful coexistence of two States within
mutually agreed and internationally recognized borders. May
the Lord also sustain the efforts of all those in the
international community inspired by goodwill to help that
afflicted land to find, despite grave obstacles, the harmony,
justice and security that it has long awaited.

Christian Education: Although the term Christian education
does not occur in the Bible, it speaks of the moral and
spiritual instruction of believers
in general and of children in
particular. It places a high value
upon knowledge, both of God
and of His works. It describes the
moral and spiritual fruits of this
knowledge and defines its ultimate purpose. The present
Christian school movement can be understood only as a
part—certainly in these times a very significant and necessary
part—of the total endeavor of Christian education. A full
understanding of this movement requires an examination of
the basis upon which it’s educational theory and practices
rest: its philosophy of education. Accordingly there follows
the presentation of basic beliefs of Christian education and
secondly an application of these beliefs to the specific
mission of the Christian school.

We see Jesus in the faces of Syrian children still marked by
the war that, in these years, has caused such bloodshed in
that country. May beloved
Syria at last recover respect
for the dignity of every
person through a shared
commitment to rebuild the
fabric of society, without
regard for ethnic and
religious membership. We see Jesus in the children of Iraq,
wounded and torn by the conflicts that country has
experienced in the last 15 years, and in the children of
Yemen, where there is an ongoing conflict that has been
largely forgotten, with serious humanitarian implications for
its people, who suffer from hunger and the spread of
diseases.
We see Jesus in the children of Africa, especially those who
are suffering in South Sudan, Somalia, Burundi, Democratic
Republic of Congo, Central African Republic and Nigeria. We
see Jesus in the children worldwide wherever peace and
security are threatened by the danger of tensions and new
conflicts. Let us pray that confrontation may be overcome on
the Korean peninsula and that mutual trust may increase in
the interest of the world as a whole. To the Baby Jesus we

From the moment a child is born, certain forces are at work
influencing his development. As his inherited powers and
tendencies surface and interact with his environment and his
will, he takes on the characteristics of his adulthood. Human
growth, however, does not end with physical maturity. Some
faculties of the personality are capable of expansion and
refinement into old age. Education, whether of child or adult,
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is the directing of this total ongoing process of development
toward specific objectives.

Since it is the purpose of Christian education to develop
redeemed man in the image of God, Christian educators must
point students to the original of this image, God Himself.
Students come to know God by studying His revelation of
Himself in His Word and in His works. Of these, the more fully
revealing of God is His Word; and, therefore, the Bible is the
center of the Christian school curriculum. The Bible is not
only the most important subject matter but also the source of
the principles determining the other subject matters and the
way in which they are taught.

The purpose of Christian education is the directing of the
process of human development toward God’s objective for
man: godliness of character and action. It bends its efforts to
the end “that the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:17).This goal of
godliness presupposes the experience of regeneration. As
education in general begins with physical birth, Christian
education proper begins with spiritual rebirth, when the life
of God is communicated to the soul. To say that Christian
education proper begins with the new birth is not, however,
to say that it is pointless before regeneration.

Though the Word of God is the main source of the knowledge
of God, both factual and personal, and therefore deserves
precedence, the works of God are also an important part of
the Christian school curriculum. The creation reveals the
Creator, and that which reveals God is a proper study for
man. Indeed, the Scriptures themselves invite man to
consider God’s earthly handiwork and hold him responsible
for recognizing in it the work of God.

The focus of the educational process is, of course, the
student, a unique individual created for a specific purpose in
God’s plan. He must be properly qualified and motivated if he
is to perform his cooperative role. Without a regenerated,
willing student, Christian education cannot carry out its
purpose. Regeneration does not eliminate the old nature—
what the Apostle Paul called the “old man” or the “flesh”—
and carnal attitudes and inclinations can hinder spiritual
growth. It is the student’s responsibility to bring with him a
pure heart and a willing mind. With these and the proper
instruction, his success is assured, for “the pure in heart,”
Christ promised, “shall see God,” and the diligent search for
knowledge, as for silver and hid treasures, will be rewarded
(Matt. 5:8; Prov. 2:3–5).

Especially is God revealed in His rational creation, man, who
having been created in the image of God is the highest of
God’s works on earth. It is for this reason that the Christian
school gives emphasis to the humanities: the study of man’s
language, his literature, his artistic achievements, the record
of his history, the logic of his mathematical reasoning, and
other forms of his personal and cultural expression.
Accordingly the Christian school curriculum includes
astronomy, physics, chemistry, biology, mathematics, and
related subjects because they provide knowledge of God’s
nature and His work in this world. In the curriculum of the
Christian school, the voice of creation joins with that of the
written revelation in praise of the glory and goodness of God.

In the Scriptures God has commanded two institutions to
educate: the home and the church. As an extension of either
or both of these institutions, the Christian school has a
biblical mandate to educate. Christians have a biblical
mandate to educate in their homes and in their churches.
Christian parents or church members, acting either
individually or in concert, may elect to form a Christian
school. In doing so, they are acting from religious conviction.
To deny them their choice of means in carrying out the
biblical mandate of Christian education is to deny them the
exercise of their religious convictions.

Pope Stresses Importance of Religion & Values: Pope Francis
urged Catholic teachers to promote good values and religion
in the classroom. He made this proposal in Rome when he
received in audience
the Italian Association
of Catholic Teachers.
The Pope offered
three
points
for
reflection
and
commitment:
the
culture of encounter, the alliance between school and family
and ecological education. Pope Francis began by thanking
them for their contribution to the Church’s commitment to
promoting the culture of the encounter. The Holy Father
encouraged them to continue doing so, “in an even more
capillary and incisive way.”

It follows that the education of children is the prerogative not
of the state alone but more importantly, of the parents or
church members. Allowing the state to dictate the standards
and procedures of Christian education jeopardizes the ability
of parents and church members to exercise their educational
prerogative, to perform their responsibility to God for the
education of their children. The work of the Christian school
is an extension of the Christian educational ministries of the
Christian home and the church. Its purpose, therefore, is the
development of the student in the image of God. This
purpose determines both the content and the means of
instruction.

“Christian teachers, whether they work in Catholic schools or
in state schools,” the Pope reminded, “are called to stimulate
in the pupils the openness to the other as a face, as a person,
as a brother and sister to know and respect, with his or her
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history, merits and defects, riches and limits. The challenge is
to cooperate to train young
people to be open and
interested in the reality that
surrounds them, capable of care
and tenderness – I think of
bullies – free from the
widespread prejudice according
to which one must be competitive, aggressive, and hard
towards others, especially towards those who are different,
foreign or in any way seen as an obstacle to one’s own
affirmation.”This unfortunately is an “air” that our children
often breathe, the Pope suggested, and the remedy is to
make sure “they can breathe a different, healthier, more
human air.” For this reason, the Holy Father reminded, the
alliance with parents is very important.

Before concluding, the Pontiff emphasized the value of being
and making association. It is a value not to be taken for
granted, but always to be cultivated, he said, stressing: “Do
not be afraid of the differences and also of the conflicts that
normally exist in lay associations; do not hide them, but face
them with an evangelical style, in the search for the true good
of the association, evaluated on the basis of statutory
principles.”Being an association, he reminded, is a value and
a responsibility that is entrusted to them right now. He
reminded them that they can fulfill this responsibility fully,
with the help of God and the pastors of the Church.

The second point, he said, is the educational alliance between
the school and the family. We all know that this alliance has
long been in crisis, and in some cases completely broken.”We
must take note of the changes that have affected both the
family and the school, and renew the commitment to a
constructive collaboration, for the benefit of children and
young people. And since this synergy no longer occurs in a
“natural” way, it must be favored in a planning manner, even
with the contribution of experts in the pedagogical field.”

Breakfast at McDonald's: This is a good story and is true,
please read it all the way through until the end! (After the
story, there are some very interesting facts!): I am a mother
of three (ages 14, 12, 3) and have recently completed my
college degree. The last class I had to take was Sociology. The
teacher was absolutely inspiring with the
qualities that I wish every human being
had been graced with. Her last project of
the term was called, 'Smile.' The class
was asked to go out and smile at three
people and document their reactions. I
am a very friendly person and always smile at everyone and
say hello anyway. So, I thought this would be a piece of cake,
literally.

“But first we must encourage a new ‘complicity’ – I am
conscious in my use of this word, a new complicity – between
teachers and parents. First of all, by avoiding thinking of each
other as opposing fronts, blaming each other, but on the
contrary putting ourselves in the shoes of each other,
understanding the objective difficulties that each encounters
in education today, and thus creating greater solidarity:
complicity in solidarity.”

Soon after we were assigned the project, my husband,
youngest son, and I went out to McDonald's one crisp March
morning. It was just our way of sharing special playtime with
our son. We were standing in line, waiting to be served,
when all of a sudden everyone around us began to back
away, and then Even my husband did. I did not move an
inch... An overwhelming feeling of panic welled up inside of
me as I turned to see why they had moved.

The third aspect the Pope underlined was “ecological
education,” referring to the Encyclical Laudato si. “Of course,
it is not just a matter of giving some notions, which must be
taught. It is about educating to a lifestyle based on the
attitude of care for our common home that is created. A
lifestyle that is not schizophrenic, that is, for example, take
care of the animals in extinction but ignore the problems of
the elderly; or who defend the Amazon forest but neglect
workers’ rights to a just wage, and so on. The ecology to
educate must be integral.”

As I turned around I smelled a horrible 'dirty body' smell, and
there standing behind me were two poor homeless men. As
I looked down at the short gentleman, close to me, he was
'smiling'. His beautiful sky blue eyes were full of God's Light
as he searched for acceptance. He said, 'Good day' as he
counted the few coins he had been clutching. The second
man fumbled with his hands as he stood behind his friend. I
realized the second man was mentally challenged and the
blue-eyed gentleman was his salvation.
I held my tears as I stood there with them. The young lady at
the counter asked him what they wanted. He said, 'Coffee is
all Miss' because that was all they could afford. (If they
wanted to sit in the restaurant and warm up, they had to buy
something. He just wanted to be warm). Then I really felt it the compulsion was so great I almost reached out and
embraced the little man with the blue eyes. That is when I
noticed all eyes in the Restaurant were set on me, judging my
every action.

Above all, Pope Francis reminded, education must aim at the
sense of responsibility. This involves, he underscored, that a
style of behavior that in the Christian perspective finds
meaning and motivation in the relationship with God the
creator and redeemer, with Jesus Christ, center of the
cosmos and of history, with the Holy Spirit, source of
harmony in the symphony of Creation.
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I smiled and asked the young lady behind the counter to give
me two more breakfast meals on a separate
tray. I then walked around the corner to the
table that the men had chosen as a resting
spot. I put the tray on the table and laid my
hand on the blue-eyed gentleman's cold
hand. He looked up at me, with tears in his
eyes, and said, 'Thank you.' I leaned over,
began to pat his hand and said, 'I did not do this for you. God
is here working through me to give you hope.' I started to cry
as I walked away to join my husband and son.

even angrier about the little boy's questions. How dare he ask
such questions only to get some money?
After about an hour or so, the man had calmed down, and
started to think: "May be there was something he really
needed to buy with that Rs. 300 and he really didn't ask for
money very often!"The man went to the door of little boy's
room and opened the door."Are you asleep, son?" He asked.
"No daddy, I'm awake," replied the boy. "I've been thinking
maybe I was too hard on you earlier", said the man, "It's been
a long day and I took out my aggravation on you. Here's the
Rs.300 you asked for"

When I sat down my husband smiled at me and said, 'That is
why God gave you to me, Honey, to give me hope.' We held
hands for a moment and at that time, we knew that only
because of the Grace that we had been given were we able to
give.. We are not church goers, but we are believers. That day
showed me the pure Light of God's sweet love. I returned to
college, on the last evening of class, with this story in hand.

The little boy sat straight up, smiling "oh thank you dad!" He
yelled. Then, reaching under his
pillow he pulled some crippled up
notes. The father seeing that the
boy already had money, started to
get angry again. The little boy
slowly counted out his money,
then looked up at his father. "Why
do you want money if you already had some?" the father
grumbled. "Because I didn't have enough, but now I do," the
little boy replied. "Daddy I have Rs. 500 now. Can I buy an
hour of your time? Please come home early tomorrow. I
would like to have dinner with you."

I turned in 'my project' and the instructor read it. Then she
looked up at me and said, 'Can I share this?' I slowly nodded
as she got the attention of the class. She began to read and
that is when I knew that we as human beings and being part
of God share this need to heal people and to be healed. In my
own way I had touched the people at McDonald's, my son,
the instructor, and every soul that shared the classroom on
the last night I spent as a college student. I graduated with
one of the biggest lessons I would ever learn:
UNCONDITIONAL ACCEPTANCE. Much love and compassion
is sent to each and every person who may read this and learn
how to LOVE PEOPLE AND USE THINGS - NOT LOVE THINGS
AND USE PEOPLE. There is an Angel sent to watch over you.

Nazareth School, Chandapura: KRCE organized one day
th h
session for teachers at Chandapura, Bangalore, on the 10
of November, 65 teachers were present for the programme.
Fr. Eugene Lobo was the resource
person. The programme began
with the prayer invoking the
blessings of the Almighty. The first
session was on education, its
meaning and characteristics. This
was followed by a session on POCSO,
taking care and protection of Children.
The resource person explained how it
is necessary to form Local Internal
committee to handle any untoward
situations. While explaining the norms he suggested how the
children can be counseled and taken care of. This was
followed by a session on Corporal Punishment, Ten
Commandments for teachers and how to handle difficult
students. The afternoon session was fully devoted on
Teachers as Leaders and characteristics of teachers. The
session ended with a prayer and tea.

Come Home Early: One day when his father came from work
the son said: "Daddy, may I ask you a question?" The Father
said: "Yeah sure, what it is?"
The son said: "Dad, how much
do you make an hour” The
father got angry and said:
"That's none of your business.
Why do you ask such a thing?"
The son quietly replied: "I just
want to know. Please tell me, how much do you make an
hour?" The father relented and said: "I make Rs. 500 an
hour." "Oh", the little boy replied, with his head down but
with a tone of satisfaction.
Looking up, the boy said, "Dad, may I please borrow Rs. 300?"
The father was furious, “if the only reason you asked that is
so you can borrow some money to buy a silly toy or other
nonsense, then march yourself to your room and go to bed.
Think why you are being so selfish. I work hard every day for
such this childish behavior. "The little boy quietly went to his
room and shut the door. The man sat down and started to get

St Joseph’s Boys High School, Museum Road, Bangalore:
organized a half a day session on teacher leadership and
related programmess on November 16 2018. 130 teachers
were present for the session. The session began with a prayer
song. Fr. Eugene Lobo was the resource person. He explained
briefly the concept of education and how Pope Francis holds

7
The Karnataka Regional Commission for Education,, 2nd Cross Da Costa Layout, Bangalore -560 084
Telephone 080 25807187 Mobile No 9845030380

education as an important asset of the church. He spoke on
the three languages utilized in
communication of education: of the
head, heart and hand. After this he
dealt on the topic on teachers as
leaders. He explained the meaning of
leadership in our institutions and how
teacher has to be responsible in caring
for the welfare of the students. He brought in the types of
leaders in general and how we teachers can assert our
leadership through our teaching. Touching the topic of child
care he spoke briefly on POCSO and Corporal Punishment.
The session ended with vote of thanks and tea.

committee at the school level and one at the Diocesan level
to take care of any emergency issues. He spoke on leadership
among the teaching faculty and how we have to take the
challenge and responsibility as teachers. He also spoke on
corporal punishment in schools and how to handle difficult
students. During the afternoon session Fr. Eugene spoke on
the topic of Public Relations office as should be held in our
Parishes and dioceses.

St Ann’s Provincialate, T.C. Palya, Bangalore on November
21 2018: KRCE organized a one day seminar for the
Superiors and Principals of
Schools and PU Colleges of St
Ann’s
of Bangalore at their
Provincilate in Bangalore. 75
members were present at the
seminar. The session started with
a prayer service. This was followed
by a presentation on Education.
The next session was on Leadership
of teachers in our institutions. The
topic on emotional intelligence was
discussed in detail. This
was
followed by the topic on Handling
Difficult Students and Corporal Punishment. Holy Mass
was arranged before lunch. The session ended at 4.00 pm
with tea.
Pastoral Centre, Bhadravathi on December 8 2018: Fr.
Eugene Lobo was the resource person for a half day session
at Diocesan Pastoral Centre at
Bhadravathi near Shimogga. It
was the first time organization at
th
the new location held on the 8 of
December 2018 for the Managers,
principals and teachers. Twenty
five persons attended the session.
Bishop of Bhadravathi inaugurated the session with a prayer
and gave the background to the Commission for Education.
The Vicar General complimented the Bishop for his generous
and meticulous contribution to the Topic. Fr Sajeesh the
Secretary organized the programmes. The session started
with the presentation on the meaning of education and the
church’s contribution. The next session was on POCSO, the
background to the concept, and
how we can take care of our little
ones and how our teachers and
how management should be alert.
He explained the necessity of
forming the Local Internal

January 18 2019 – Governing cum General Body meeting at
nd
9.00 am at Regional Pastoral Centre, KROSS, 2 Cross Da
Costa Layout, Bangalore
560 084. Archbishop Peter
Machado, Archbishop Bernard Moras and Fr Stany D’Souza sj
will be present. We will discuss the topic on revision of
the All India Catholic Education Policy 2007 and New
National Education Policy of Government of India. This is an
important meeting and so kindly be present. Submit school /
College statistical data (if you have not submitted already).
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