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Editorial 

As we approach the Teacher’s day celebrations let us examine the role of a teacher in the 
life of a student. The role of a teacher is clearly more than just planning and executing 
lesson plans, it's also becoming the student's third parent. Look at the amount of time 
teachers spend with their students. One benefit of the role of a teacher is being a constant 
role model for their students. Children that lack a solid family foundation will really benefit 
from a positive role model. Teachers that portray an image of confidence and 
accomplishment will help fulfill a child's need of a positive role model when the family may 

fail to provide such a figure. 

A teacher's role involves more than simply standing in front of a classroom and lecturing. In fact, even though 
a teacher spends the majority of the day in the classroom, the actual teaching component is only part of the 
job. An effective teacher understands that teaching involves wearing multiple hats to ensure that the school 
day runs smoothly and all students receive a quality education. At the planning stage, teachers play multiple 
roles. They are learners, constantly taking classes and attending professional development sessions to learn 
the latest best practices and strategies for effective teaching. They analyze test results and other data to help 
determine the course of their instruction and make changes in their classrooms. Teachers also design lesson 
plans to teach the standards and provide engaging activities, while taking into account each student's interests 
and instructional needs. Instead of just lecturing in the classroom, teachers are facilitators of learning, 
providing students with the information and tools they need to master a subject. At times, teachers act like 
tutors, working with small groups of students or individual students within the classroom or after class. 
Teachers also play the role of evaluators, constantly assessing students' abilities through formal and informal 
assessments, providing suggestions for improvement and assigning grades. 

Perhaps the most important roles teachers fill involve interacting with students. Teachers must be leaders in 
the classroom and in the school, earning the respect of students and setting a positive example. They must be 
disciplinarians, doling out fair and consistent punishments to students who break the rules. At the same time, 
teachers must show care and concern for students. A teacher has the power to build up or tear down a 
student's self-esteem and make a student's day or ruin it in an instant. When interacting with students, a 
teacher must fill the role of a counselor, a surrogate parent, a nutritionist and someone who has the best 
interests of every child at heart. Throughout the school day and over the course of the school year, teachers 
take on other roles, as well. They are chaperones at school functions and coaches of school sports. They are 
monitors at lunch and recess and serve as fundraisers for field trips and school supplies. Teachers also play the 
role of interior designer, making sure their classrooms are set up to support learning and act as artists when 
they update their bulletin boards and other displays.According to the George Lucas Educational Foundation, 
the role of a teacher today is much different than it used to be. Teacher's used to be told what to teach, and 
how to teach it. They were expected to use the same methods for all students. In today's world of education, a 
teacher's role is quite multifaceted. Their job is to counsel students, help them learn how to use their 
knowledge and integrate it into their lives so they will be valuable member of society. Teachers are 
encouraged to really tune into how each individual student learns, and try to really challenge and inspire them 
to learn. As we celebrate the Teacher’s day let us salute our teachers who are doing a great task. 

Fr. Eugene Lobo S.J  
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Pope Francis places hope on teachers: Teaching is 
about giving young people, 
especially troublemakers, 
values and hope, and it is "an 
injustice" that today's 
educators are paid so poorly, 
Pope Francis said. In a world 
where it is already difficult for 

kids to find a decent point of reference, they must find 
positive guidance from teachers, who "are able to give 
meaning to school, studying and culture, without 
reducing it all just to passing on practical knowledge," 
he added. "You have to teach not just about a subject, 
but also life's values and habits" because when it comes 
to learning about a subject, "a computer is sufficient, 
but to understand how to love, to understand what the 
values and habits are that create harmony in the world, 
you need a good teacher," he said. 

The pope's remarks came during a meeting with 
members of an Italian association of Catholic teachers, 
educators and school administrators in Vatican. 
Addressing those in the audience as "colleagues," the 
pope recalled his own experience as a teacher, saying 
teaching "is a really beautiful job" because it lets 
educators see their students "grow day after day."  
However, he said, it was "an injustice" and a "shame 
that teachers are poorly paid." He added further, 
"Teaching is a serious commitment that only a mature 
and well-balanced" person should take on. 

The teaching profession is a great responsibility, he said, 
likening it to being spiritual parents for students, 
particularly the most difficult students who can often 
try a teacher’s patience. Young people expect a teacher 
to be "a guide, a compass, an answer" as well as 
someone who asks them "good questions," he said. The 
pope called on teachers to reach out to and "love with 
greater intensity" the kids on "the peripheries" of their 
school: those who do not like studying, who are labeled 
as "difficult," who have disabilities, come other 
countries or face other problems and disadvantages.  

"Jesus would say: If you love only those who study or 
who are well-educated, what 
merit does that have? There 
are those who try your 
patience, but we have to 
love them even more," the 
pope said. In addition to 
teaching "the contents" of a 
particular subject, teachers need to build an edifying 

relationship with all students, "who must feel welcomed 
and loved for who they are, with all their limits and 
potential." 

The school can become great “if it has teachers capable 
of giving meaning to the school, to study and culture, 
without reducing everything to the mere transmission 
of technical knowledge. You 
must not teach just content, 
but the values and customs of 
life. A computer can teach 
content.  Instead there are 
three things that you must 
transmit: how to love, how to understand which values 
and customs create harmony in society.  For that we 
need good teachers!!”  

Teachers, he concluded “must aim to build an 
educational relationship with each student, who must 
feel welcomed and loved for what he or she is, with all 
of their limitations and potential. In this direction, your 
task is now more necessary than ever”. The pope 
encouraged teachers to renew their love for humanity 
because "you can't teach without passion" and he asked 
they be "witnesses of life and hope. Never, ever close 
the door, open all of them wide so that students will 
have hope." 

Teacher's Day 2017 - September 5 : “The best teacher is 
the one who suggests rather than dogmatizes, and 
inspires his listener with the wish to teach himself.” ~ 
Edward Bulwer-Lytton 

In India 5th September is celebrated as Teaches' Day as 
a mark of tribute to the 
contribution made by 
teachers to the society. 5th 
September is the birthday 
of a great teacher Dr. 
Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, 
who was a staunch believer 
of education, and was the well-known diplomat, 
scholar, President of India and above all a Teacher. 

Importance of Teachers Day has greater significance for 
students and ex-students. It is the very important day 
when students show their respect, reverence and 
honour for their Gurus who contributed widely for the 
overall development of student’s personality and 
growth and development of the nation. In country like 
India which has rich historical ethos put teachers before 
parents as former influence student’s learning, 
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enlighten and shape the student’s career. The teachers 
provide selfless effort Admiration and values like these 
from student’s community and society motivated the 
teacher’s fraternity. 

When Dr. Radhakrishnan became the President of India 
in 1962, he was approached by some of his students 
and friends and requested him to allow them to 
celebrate 5th September, his "Birthday". In reply, 
Dr.Radhakrishnan said, "Instead of celebrating my 
birthday separately, it would be my proud privilege  if 
September 5 is observed as Teachers' Day". The request 
showed Dr.Radhakrishnan's love for the teaching 
profession. From then onwards, the day has been 
observed as Teachers' Day in India. 

One of the most celebrated writers in the modern India 
today his work varies on philosophical, theological, 
ethical, educational, social and cultural subjects. He 
contributed numerous articles to different well-known 
journals, which, are of immense value and seems to 
surprise various readers because of the depth in the 
meaning of the articles. 

Teachers mold the lives that they influence because the 
lessons learned from teachers remain with their 
students throughout life. We should always respect our 
teachers. Teachers need encouragement and support 
from the community to feel that their devotion to 
students is appreciated. 

Teachers' Day is now one of the occasions that is looked 
forward by the teachers and 
students alike as on this occasion 
it’s not only when teachers are 
praised but also around various 
schools students dress up as a 
representation of their teachers 

and take various lectures that are assigned to the 
teachers they represent. As the day passes the students 
perform the regular activities that are performed by the 
teachers. On this day students realize what it means to 
be a teacher and what it means to control the future of 
several students in their classes and also teachers are 
reminded what it felt like when they were the students. 

Apart from the fun aspect of the day it is also a day 
when one can look back, admire and get inspired by Dr. 
Radhakrishnan, a small town cunning boy, who grew up 
to become one of the most respected politicians in the 
history of democracy of India. 

άHappy Teachers Dayέ 

The Role of the Teacher Today: The role of teachers in a 
child's education has fundamentally changed in recent 
years. Instruction doesn't consist primarily of lecturing 
to students who sit in rows at desks, dutifully listening 
and recording what they hear, but, rather, offers every 

child a rich, rewarding, and 
unique learning experience. 
The educational environment 
isn't confined to the 
classroom but, instead, 
extends into the home and 
the community and around 

the world. Information isn't bound primarily in books; 
it's available everywhere in bits and bytes. 

Students aren't consumers of facts. They are active 
creators of knowledge. Schools aren't just brick-and-
mortar structures -- they're centers of lifelong learning. 
And, most important, teaching is recognized as one of 
the most challenging and respected career choices, 
absolutely vital to the social, cultural, and economic 
health of our nation. Today, the seeds of such a 
dramatic transformation in education are being planted. 
Prompted by massive revolutions in knowledge, 
information technology, and public demand for better 
learning, schools nationwide are slowly but surely 
restructuring themselves. 

Traditionally, teaching was a combination of 
information-dispensing, custodial child care and sorting 
out academically inclined students from others. The 
underlying model for schools was an education factory 
in which adults, paid hourly or daily wages, kept like-
aged youngsters sitting still for standardized lessons and 
tests. Teachers were told what, when, and how to 
teach. They were required to educate every student in 
exactly the same way and were not held responsible 
when many failed to learn. They were expected to teach 
using the same methods as past generations, and any 
deviation from traditional practices was discouraged by 
supervisors or prohibited by myriad education laws and 
regulations.  

Many teachers today, however, are encouraged to 
adapt and adopt new practices that acknowledge both 
the art and science of learning. They understand that 
the essence of education is a close relationship between 
a knowledgeable, caring adult and a secure, motivated 
child. They grasp that their most important role is to get 
to know each student as an individual in order to 
comprehend his or her unique needs, learning style, 
social and cultural background, interests, and abilities. 
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Teachers have to be committed to relating to 
youngsters of many cultures, including those young 
people who, with traditional teaching, might have 
dropped out -- or have been forced out -- of the 
education system. 

Their job is to counsel students as they grow and 
mature -- helping them integrate their social, 
emotional, and intellectual growth -- so the union of 
these sometimes separate dimensions yields the 
abilities to seek, understand, and use knowledge; to 
make better decisions in their personal lives; and to 
value contributing to society. 

The most respected teachers have discovered how to 
make students passionate participants in the 
instructional process by providing project-based, 
participatory, educational adventures. They know that 
in order to get students to truly take responsibility for 
their own education, the curriculum must relate to their 
lives, learning activities must engage their natural 
curiosity, and assessments must measure real 
accomplishments and be an integral part of learning. 
Students work harder when teachers give them a role in 
determining the form and content of their schooling -- 
helping them create their own learning plans and 
deciding the ways in which they will demonstrate that 
they have, in fact, learned what they agreed to learn. 

The day-to-day job of a teacher, rather than 
broadcasting content, is becoming one of designing and 
guiding students through engaging learning 
opportunities. An educator's most important 
responsibility is to search out and construct meaningful 
educational experiences that allow students to solve 
real-world problems and show they have learned the 
big ideas, powerful skills, and habits of mind and heart 
that meet agreed-on educational standards. The result 
is that the abstract, inert knowledge that students used 
to memorize from dusty textbooks comes alive as they 
participate in the creation and extension of new 
knowledge. 

Many teachers also spend time researching various 
questions of educational effectiveness that expand the 
understanding of the dynamics of learning. And more 
teachers are spending time mentoring new members of 
their profession, making sure that education school 
graduates are truly ready for the complex challenges of 
today's classrooms. 

Famous Indian teachers that shaped our country. 
These teachers have changed the social, political or 
cultural landscape of our country significantly.  They 
didn't just go on to accomplish great achievements in 
their respective fields, but they knew the value of 
sharing their knowledge and passing it on. Today as we 
honour our teachers we remember these great persons. 

Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan: Even though Dr. 
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan came from humble 
beginnings, he went on to become India’s first Vice 
President and the second President. He also had an 
extensive career as a teacher, beginning at Madras 
Presidency College. He eventually became a Professor 
of Philosophy at the University of Mysore and 

represented the University of 
Calcutta at the international 
congresses in the UK and US. 
Radhakrishnan also gave a 
lecture on Comparative 
Religion in Oxford.  After 
Radhakrishnan became the 

President was approached by friends and students 
about celebrating his birthday. Instead he wanted 
September 5 to be observed as Teacher’s Day. 

Savitribai Phule: India's first female teacher Savitribai 
Phule, was also the woman to open the first girl school 
in the country. In 1948, when Phule and her husband 
started the school for girls in Pune, it had caused 
outrage. She received a lot of backlash and abuse for 

doing what she believed in. 
Despite it all, Phule 
managed to open five more 
schools for girls by the end 
of that year.  As a poet, 
Phule is considered to be 

one of the pioneers in Marathi poetry. Phule’s 
achievements didn’t stop there, she also dealt with 
issues like untouchability and widow remarriages. 

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam: Before becoming India’s 11th 
President, Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam was a scientist who 

studied physics and aerospace 
engineering. He spent four 
decades as a scientist, mainly 
at the Defence Research and 
Development Organization 
(DRDO) and Indian Space 
Research Organization (ISRO). 
After leaving office, Kalam 

passed on his knowledge to students all across the 
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country. He became a visiting professor at the Indian 
Institute of Management at Shillong Ahmedabad, and 
Indore and an honorary fellow of Indian Institute of 
Science, Bangalore. He taught information technology 
at the International Institute of Information Technology, 
Hyderabad and technology at Banaras Hindu University 
and Anna University and various other institutions. 

Rabindranath Tagore: The Visva-Bharati University in 
Santiniketan is Rabindranath Tagore's greatest legacy 
and gift to education. Tagore 
took teaching out of the 
confines of a classroom and 
formed a school he hoped 
would connect India and the 
world and become a center for 
the study of humanity beyond the limits of geography. 
Teaching at this school was done under trees. Tagore 
did not just guide his students academically but also 
emotionally and spiritually. He even invested his Nobel 
Prize money into the university, now one of the most 
reputable universities in the country. Visva-Bharati is 
now a university of repute and will perhaps be the 
greatest gift to the Indian education system. 

Dr. Asima Chatterjee: Organic chemist Dr. Asima 
Chatterjee is best known for her 

development of cancer 
medicine vinca alkaloids, now 
used in cancer drugs, and for 
the development of anti-
convulsives and anti-malarial 
drugs from plants.  In 1944, she 

became the first woman to be named a Doctor of 
Science by an Indian university. She spent most of her 
life teaching chemistry at Calcutta University and 
inspiring generations of students to work in the field. 

Dr. Manmohan Singh: Before he became the 14th 
Prime Minister of India, Dr Manmohan 
Singh was a teacher. He taught in 
several establishments including 
Punjab University, Delhi School of 
Economics, University of Delhi and the 
Jawaharlal Nehru University. While 
addressing the Addressing National Award winning 
teachers on the eve of Teacher's Day in 2010, Singh 
revealed that his own time as a teacher “have been the 
most satisfying and fulfilling” in his life. 

Ustad Alla Rakha Khan: One of India’s most renowned 
table player Ustad Alla Rakha Khan was also a 

celebrated teacher to many students. As a young boy 
Ustad ran away from home to 
learn the instrument and 
eventually became the first artist 
to play the tabla solo at the All 
India Radio. Ustad was able to 
bridge the gap between 

Hindustani and Carnatic musicians by playing with both 
styles. Khan passed down the art of the tabla to many 
students, but his most famous student was his son 
Ustad Zakir Husain. 

Orientation  Programme  for  CRI   unit  at  Bellary on 
July 15 2017.  A special  
programme  on the  All Indial  
Catholic Policy 2007  and Draft 
National Education Policy 2016 was  
held  at  Dharmodaya Sevashram, 
Cantonment Bellary.  45  Religious  

priests and  sisters  were  present. 
The programme  began  with a 
prayer  conducted  by KRCE. Fr 
Eugene Lobo SJ  was  the Resource 
Person. He  spoke  on meaning of 
education &  Catholic Education 
Policy  in the  morning session. This was followed by 
mass and lunch. During the afternoon session he 
discussed the positive and negative points  of  the  draft 
education policy of the Government. Several issues 
were clarified and  questions were answered.  The 
session ended at 4.00  pm with tea.  

Governing cum General Body meeting was held  on  
July 21,  2017  at  Regional 
Pastoral Centre Bangalore.  105 
Governing  cum General body 
members present. The session 
began  with  a prayer service  
conducted  by  the KRCE.  This  

was  followed by  the  dignitaries.  During  the  first  
session  the  report  was  read by the secretary  which 
was  presented on  power point.  The audited  
statement  was  presented  and 
approved;  budget  was  
approved  and  the 
appointment  of  auditor  was  
done.  After  tea  break  Fr 
Clifford ocd spoke on  the 
commitment and cooperation 
in education as  an essential  factor and how we have to  
implement the Christian values.   Mr  Vittal  Rao auditor  
spoke  on  GST and  Income Tax  Act  2017. He  
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explained in detailed the positive and negative  point of 
GST.  

After  this  Archbishop  Dr Bernard  Moras  gave  his  
keynote  address concentrating on 
the  present day problems and our 
mission  as  educator.  He 
distributed  the  CBCI  Education  & 
Culture  Evaluation certificates and  
expressed  his  appreciation to  the  

implementation of  the All India Catholic  Education 
Policy 2007.. During  the  afternoon session Fr Valerian 
Sequeira  spoke on  NITI Ayog  and  about its  
importance. Mr   Manohara  spoke  on  the use  of  
Ricoh machinery  in  our  institutions.   

Xavier  Board Karnataka Region   and  Conference 
Catholic Colleges in   Karnataka   
organized  one  day seminar  at  
Catholic  Centre  Mysore on 
25.08.2017. 180   teachers  and  
students  participated. After  
the prayer and inaugural  
programme   by the  Bishop  K A  William of Mysore, the  

first session started. Fr Eugene 
Lobo  SJ was  the resource 
person. He spoke  on  the 
meaning of Education in the 
context of the Church,  The All 

India  Catholic Education 
Policy  2007 and the Draft  
New Education Policy 2016 
Government of India.   He 
clarified  several  doubts  the 
people had  and  explained  in 
detail the implication  of    the National Education  
Policy  2016.  

THE PINK DRESS: There was this little girl sitting by 
herself in the park.  Everyone passed 
by her and never stopped to see why 
she looked so sad.  Dressed in a worn 
pink dress, barefoot and dirty, the girl 
just sat   and watched the people go 
by.   She never tried to speak.  She 
never said a word.  Many people 

passed by her, but no one would stop.  

The next day I decided to go back to the park in 
curiosity to see if the little girl would still be there.  Yes, 
she was there, right in the very spot where she was 

Yesterday, and still with the same sad look in her eyes. 
Today I was to make my own move and Walk over to 
the little girl.  For as we all know, a park full of strange 
people is not a place for young children to play alone.  

As I got closer I could see the back of the little girl's 
dress. It was grotesquely shaped. I figured that was the 
reason people just passed by and made no Effort to 
speak to her. Deformities are a low blow to our society 
and, heaven forbid if You make a step toward assisting 
someone who is different.  

As I got closer, the little girl lowered her eyes slightly to 
avoid my intent stare. As I approached her, I could see 
the shape of her back more clearly. She was grotesquely 
shaped in a humped over form. I smiled to let her know 
it was OK; I was there to help, to talk. I sat down beside 
her and opened with a simple, "Hello." The little girl 
acted shocked, and stammered a "hi"; after a long Stare 
into my eyes. I smiled and she shyly smiled back. We 
talked until darkness fell and the park was completely 
empty.  

I asked the girl why she was so sad. The little girl looked 
at me with a sad face said, "Because, I'm Different." I 
immediately said, "That you are!"; and smiled. The little 
girl acted even sadder and said, "I know." "Little girl," I 
said, "you remind me of an angel, sweet and Innocent.” 
She looked at me and smiled, and then slowly she got to 
her feet and said, "Really?" "Yes, you're like a little 
Guardian Angel sent to watch over all people walking 
by."  

She nodded her head yes, and smiled. With that she 
opened the back of her pink dress 
and allowed her wings to spread, 
and then she said "I am." "I'm your 
Guardian Angel,” she said with a 
twinkle in her eye. I was speechless 
-- sure I was seeing things. She said, 
"For once you thought of someone 
other than yourself. My job here is 
done". I got to my feet and said, 
"Wait, why did no one stop to help an Angel?" She 
looked at me, smiled, and said, "You're the only one 
that could see me," and then she was gone.  

And with that, my life was changed dramatically. So, 
when you think you're all you have, remember, your 
angel is  always watching over you. 

The Wise Song bird: Once upon a time there was a 
golden songbird that lived in a beautiful garden. It spent 
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all its days singing the loveliest songs to the honour of 
its maker and the delight of all 
the people who heard it. But the 
keeper of the garden, who was a 
foolish and greedy man, coveted 
the little songster, and one day he 
made a cunning net in which he 

snared it. The little bird begged the man to release him 
and promised to tell him three great secrets if only he 
would let him go. Now the gardener really was a very 
greedy man and rubbing his hands together, he eagerly 
released the bird. 

Then the songbird told him it's three great secrets: 
Never believe all that you hear; Never regret what you 
have never lost, and never throw away that which you 
have in your keeping. , The gardener was furious when 
he heard this and said he had known these so-called 
'secrets' since he was a little child and shouted that the 
bird had tricked him. But the songbird quietly replied 
that if the man had really known these three secrets, or 
only the last of them, he would never have let him go.  
Then the bird added:"I have a most precious jewel 
weighing over three ounces hidden inside me and 
whoever possesses that marvelous stone will have 
every wish granted."  

On hearing this, the keeper roared like a lion and cursed 
himself for setting the songster free. But the little bird 
only added fuel to his rage by explaining that since he 
weighed no more than half an ounce at most, as anyone 
with eyes could plainly see, how was it possible that a 
gem weighing more than three ounces could be hidden 
within its tiny body? At that the man tore his hair and 
lunged at the bird in a towering rage, but the little 
songbird flew to a nearby branch and added 
sweetly:"Since you never had the jewel in your hands 
you are already regretting what you never lost, and 
believing what I told you, you threw it away by setting 
me free." Then the little songbird told the man to study 
well these three great secrets and so become as wise as 
the bird himself! 

Can you spend some time with me?: A little boy greets 
his father as he returns from work 
with a question: “Daddy, how much 
do you make an hour?” The father is 
surprised and says: “Look, son, not 
even your mother knows. Don’t 
bother me now, I’m tired.” “But 
Daddy, just tell me please! How much 

do you make an hour?” the boy insists. The father 
finally gives up and replies: “one hundred Rupees.” 
“Okay, Daddy,” the boy continues, “Could you loan me 
fifty Rupees?” The father yells at him: “So that was the 
reason you asked how much I earn, right? Now, go to 
sleep and don’t bother me anymore!” 

 At night the father thinks over what he said and starts 
feeling guilty. Maybe his son needed to buy something. 
Finally, he goes to his son's room. “Are you asleep, 
son?” asks the father. “No, Daddy. Why?” replies the 
boy. “Here's the money you asked for earlier,” the 
father said. “Thanks, Daddy!” replies the boy and 
receives the money. The he reaches under his pillow 
and brings out some more money. “Now I have enough! 
Now I have one hundred Rupees!” says the boy to his 
father, “Daddy, could you sell me one hour of your 
time?” 

Various educationists have given their views on 
education. Some important definitions are: 

1. Mahatma Gandhi – “By education I mean an all-
round drawing out of the best in man – body, mind and 
spirit.” 

2. Rabindranath Tagore – “Education enables the mind 
to find out the ultimate truth, which gives us the wealth 
of inner light and love and gives significance to life.” 

3. Dr. Zakir Husain – “Education is the process of the 
individual mind, getting to its full possible 
development.” 

4. Swami Vivekananda – “Education is the 
manifestation of divine perfection already existing in 
man.” 

5. Aristotle – “Education is the 
creation of sound mind in a sound 
body.” 

6. Rousseau – “Education is the 
child’s development from within.” 

7. Herbert Spencer– “Education is 
complete living.”  

8. Plato – “Education is the capacity to feel pleasure 
and pain at the right moment.” 

9. Pestalozzi – “Education is natural, harmonious and 
ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳŀƴΩǎ ƛƴƴŀǘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊǎΦέ 
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Nativity of Our Lady ς September 8: The Feast of the 
Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the day on which 
Christians East and West commemorate the birth of 

Mary, the Mother of God, 
was celebrated as early as 
the sixth century. We know 
that from the fact that Saint 
Romanos the Melodist, an 
Eastern Christian who 
composed many of the 

hymns used in the Eastern Catholic and Eastern 
Orthodox liturgies, composed a hymn for the feast at 
that time. The Feast of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary spread to Rome in the seventh century, but it took 
a couple of more centuries before it was celebrated 
throughout the West. 

We can measure the immense finesse of the Church in 
dealing with everything when we consider that the only 
saint with a special feast for her birthday is Our Lady. 
We are not considering Christmas, of course. The 
Church reserves the worship of latria, or adoration, only 
for God - for Our Lord Jesus Christ, therefore, Who is 
the Word Incarnate. The worship of dulia, or 
veneration, the Church assigns to the saints. But to Our 
Lady she has a worship that is neither the simple 
worship of dulia nor the supreme worship of latria, but 
rather the worship of hyperdulia, which is a higher 
veneration unparallel to any other. So, we have a feast 
celebrating the birthday of the Holy Virgin, one of the 
many feasts the Church reserves for her. 

Analogously, because of her singular virtue, the Church 
permits that a church can have more than one statue of 
Our Lady at the same altar, a rule that does not apply to 
any other saint. In this way she makes it understood 
that Our Lady is beyond comparison with any other 
creature. It is a liturgical way to teach the theological 
truth that she is the Mother of God. 

In the order of nature, Our Lady was conceived without 
original sin, giving her a singular and peerless value. She 
was a lily of an incomparable purity and beauty that 
appeared in the night of this land of exile. She also had 
all the natural psychological gifts that a woman can 

have. God gave her the richest personality imaginable. 
To this, He added gifts of the supernatural order, the 
treasures of graces that were hers. She received the 
most precious graces God ever gave to any human 
creature. 

Given that she was without original sin, she had the 
entire use of reason from the moment she was 
conceived. Therefore, already in the maternal womb, 
Our Lady had very elevated thoughts. The womb of St. 
Anne was for her a kind of temple. There she was 
already interceding for the human race and had begun 
to pray – with the highest wisdom that was a gift from 
God – for the coming of the Messiah. In reality she was 
influencing the destiny of mankind as a source of 
graces. Scripture tells us that the tunic that Our Lord 
wore was a source of grace that cured those who 
touched it; this being the case, you can imagine how 
Our Lady, the Mother of the Saviour, was a source of 
graces for whosoever would approach her, even before 
she was born. For this reason we can say that at her 
nativity, immense graces began to shine for mankind 
and the Devil started to be smashed. He perceived that 
his sceptre had been cracked and would never be the 
same again. 

Our Lady was so important that her birthday marks a 
new era in the Old Covenant. Divine Providence 
decreed that a woman should be born who would 
deserve the coming of the Messiah. Her nativity 
represents the entrance into the world of the perfect 
creature that found grace before God and had merit 
sufficient to end that extensive wait.  But when God so 
willed it, He made the perfect creature be born to be 
the Mother of the Saviour. Her birth represents the 
entrance into the world of a new grace, a new blessing, 
a new presence that was an incomparable presage of 
the presence, blessing and grace that would come with 
the Saviour. 

This feast is celebrated all over the world with grandeur 
and pomp often attaching the local festival to it such as 
new crop blessed, new wine served, day set aside for 
charity and so on. It is indeed a family feast and we 
greet each other Happy Feast of Nativity of our Lady. 
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