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Editorial  

On the eve of the twenty-first century, intense thought and discussion are being devoted to the future of 
human society. Whereas advances in knowledge, especially in science and 
technology,  bring hope of progress for humankind in the future, events each day 
remind us how the contemporary world is liable to drift off course, how exposed it is 
to dangers, in some cases extreme dangers, and how vulnerable it is to conflicts. 

Our education of today has special task to perform.  First of all we realize ƛƴ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ 
world the capacity of education systems to become the key factor in development by 

performing a threefold function ς economic, scientific and cultural. Everyone expects education to help 
build up a qualified and creative workforce that can adapt to new technologies and take part in the 
"intelligence revolution" that is the driving force of our economies. Everyone expects education to advance 
knowledge in such a way that economic development goes hand in hand with responsible management of 
the physical and human environment. At the same time education would be failing in its task if it did not 
produce citizens rooted in their own cultures and yet open to other cultures and committed to the 
progress of society. 

The second important issue is the ability of education systems to adapt to new trends in society. This 
brings us to one of the fundamental responsibilities of education namely to prepare for change despite the 
growing insecurity that fills us with doubts and uncertainties. Education must take into account a whole 
range of interrelated and inter-reacting factors that are always in a state of flux, whether it is dealing with 
individual or social values, family structure, the role of women, the status accorded to minorities, or the 
problems of urban development or the environment. 

Another factor our system today demands is the relations between the education system and the state. 
The roles and responsibilities of the state, the devolution of some of its power to federal or local 
authorities, the balance to be struck between public and private education ς these are just some aspects of 
a problem which, moreover, differs from one country to another.  State plays a definitive and dominant 
role in education giving proper direction, goal and purpose. Most developed countries invest more than six 
per cent of the GDP towards education.  It aims to prepare good citizens of tomorrow or in our 
terminology, to prepare men and women for tomorrow. 

Finally what is essential today is the promulgation of the values of openness to others, and mutual 
understanding ς in a word, the values of peace. Can education purport to be universal? Can it by itself, as a 
historical factor, create a universal language that would make it possible to overcome certain 
contradictions, respond to certain challenges and, despite their diversity, convey a message to all the 
inhabitants of the world? In this language which, ideally, would be accessible to everybody, the entire 
world's wisdom and the wealth of its civilizations and cultures would be expressed in an immediately 
comprehensible form. Certainly our education aims at total formation of the person leading them to be 
better citizens of tomorrow to build a world of truth justice and peace. Indeed our institutions have a great 
role to play. We have a responsible task for us in India where challenges come from every side and we are 
called upon to be alert and active. Educating our youth is a noble task and we have to be up to it to fulfill 
the role and the mission. 
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